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position in the public eye, as one of the conditions is that
they shall have held their office for more than six years.

To these general considerations it may be added that this
scheme is the only means by which the old nobility can be
completely rooted out. The titles of Duke, Marquis, and
Baron are reappearing: coats of arms and liveries are
coming into use again. It was easy to foresee that, unless
one replaced these old customs by new institutions, they
would soon begin all over again. In any case, what public
inconvenience can be caused by creating a new currency
in which to reward services and success, to add prestige to
popular election, and to make it understood that military
distinctions are not the only kind, and that, if the army is
the most brilliant career, it does not make .us forget honour-
able and useful work in other spheres? ...

[CORRESP., XV, 13020.]
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TO THE EMPEROR OF RUSSIA

SAINT-CLOUD, August 28, 1807.

I WROTE to Your Majesty a few days ago on the Copenhagen
affair. I have at this moment received letters of August 2ist
from which I learn that the city is formally invested. I am
deeply incensed at this horrible crime, and I feel a great
desire to make the English Government sorry for it. It
seems to me that what we ought to do is first of all to force
Sweden to declare war on England, and then to compel
Austria to dismiss the English ambassador from Vienna,
and to shut the port of Trieste against English commerce.
If Your Majesty agrees with these views, it will only be
necessary to send instructions to your minister at Vienna:
then our two ambassadors will combine to ask for an
interview with the Austrian Minister for Foreign Affairs,
and will do their utmost to persuade him that it is in the
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